Surgical management of the paralyzed eye.
Blindness is the most dreaded complication of an untreated paralyzed eyelid following injury to the facial nerve. Injuries to the facial nerve are mainly postsurgical. Assessment of neural injury using serial testing is important to be able to differentiate between temporary and permanent paralysis. In the former case, medical management could be sufficient and, in the latter case, a surgical procedure is required. The physician has the choice among several procedures to repair upper eyelid paralysis with the gold standard being the gold weight implant. Lower eyelid ectropion can be repaired using a lateral or medial canthal tightening procedure. If the lower eyelid ectropion is severe, a cartilage implant may be required.